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Abstract  

This paper explores the factors militating against adult education in Umuebu 
Community, Ukwuani Local Government Area, Delta State, Nigeria. Since 
the introduction of adult education in this community, most adults in this 
community have failed to respond positively to the opportunities created by 
the adult literacy program to acquire the basic education. Basic education is 
required for effective participation in the process of development. Data for 
this study was obtained from236 respondents in Umuebu between 6th 
September, and 15th November, 2014.  The findings from this study suggest 
that the level of unemployment in Nigeria is a major challenge responsible 
for the unwillingness of adults to participate in the adult education 
opportunity in the community. 
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The report that emanated from the Fourth International Conference organised by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) on Adult Education in Paris in 
1985 made several recommendations on the development of adult education.  The report emphasizes 
that adult education is one of the conditions for access to work and to cultural values, and as a factor 
in all-round development of the personality. It also recognises that adult education plays significant 
roles in ensuring the active participation of the broad masses of the population in their country’s 
social, economic, political and cultural life; the preservation and development of national cultures and 
the development of understanding and respect for the cultures of other people (UNESCO, 1985). 
Despite the lofty principles as well as the personal and national benefits of adult education, many 
adults who should participate in the programme fail to take advantage of the opportunity offered to 
them by the programme in their community. Consequently, this paper examines the factors militating 
against adult education in Umuebu community, Delta State, Nigeria. It also identifies the implication 
of the level of literacy level on the development of the community. 
 
Literature Review 

The development of any nation is associated with the level of participation of its citizens in 
the social, economic political and cultural types of activities in the country.  This requires literacy of 
the citizens. Literacy enables the citizens to read written information, directives and instructions.   
 
 The literacy rates in Nigeria vary from one community to another, from state to state from 
urban to rural areas.  It also varies by gender as well as from one age group to another. The report by 
National Bureau of Statistics (2010) on “The National Literacy Survey, 2010” indicates that close to 3 
million children aged 6 -14 years had never attended any school. This is about 8.1 per cent of 
population of children in that group.  Similarly, about a million children aged 6 – 14 years dropped 
out of school. This is about 3.2 per cent of the total number of children in that group that ever 
attended school. The national youth literacy rate in English Language was 76.3%. Among the males, 
it was 81.0 per cent, while it was 71.4 per cent among the females.  The literacy rate in any language 
among the youth was 85.6%. It was 89.4% among the males and 81.6 per cent among the females.  
The national adult literacy rate in English Language was 57.9 per cent. It was 65.1 per cent among the 
males and 50.6 per cent among the females. The adult literacy rate in any language was 71.6 per cent. 
It was 79.6 among the males and 63.7 among the females.  The data above suggest that the literacy 
rates for men are consistently higher than those of the females.  
 
 The level of literacy is associated with the level of development of the country. Illiteracy is 
associated with under-development, instability, low productivity, low income, poor health, high 
poverty, and mortality rates (Nzeneri, 2010). 
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The role of education in community development cannot be overemphasized. Basic education 

is required for effective participation in the process of development According to Freire (1972a, 
1972b and 1974,) education for adults should  be an instrument of equipping students to adequately 
contend with the issuing problems of existence and recreating the situations through action and 
reflection. Freire focuses on adult literacy and agricultural extensions education as the core of 
education. He therefore advocates raising critical consciousness in adults to enable them perceive their 
existential realities and engage in actions towards remedying them 
 

In order to promote national literacy programmes in the country, the National Literacy Survey 
(2010) made the following recommendations: 
1. Give more emphasis to adult literacy programmes in the development agenda. 
2. Raise the level of literacy education of adults in the formal and non-formal education. 
3. Make adult education a key sub-sector of education in Nigeria with requisite recognition and 

status. 
4. The government should establish literacy centers in every Local Government Area in the 

country. 
5. Recruitment of qualified teachers to meet the work the workforce requirement in both formal 

and non-formal education institutes. 
6. Promoting gender equality as the third goal of the MDGS, which support girls’ education. 
7. The Mass Literacy Centers should have adequate teaching and learning materials.  
8. Providing in-service training for the adult literacy teachers to equip them with requisite skills 

and knowledge to offer quality teaching and motivate learners. 
9. Finally, adult and continuing education should not just be a responsibility of government 

alone. Civil Society, Faith-Based Organizations, Private Sector, individuals and Communities 
should also contribute to the human capital development and the provision of conducive and 
quality learning environment 

 
According to the Federal Republic of Nigeria, (2004), the aims of adult and non-formal 

education include the following: 
i.  To provide functional literacy and continuing education for adults and youth who have never 

had the advantage of formal education or dropouts. These include the nomads, migrant 
families, the disable and the disadvantaged gender. 

ii. To provide functional and remedial education for those who did not complete secondary 
education. 

iii. To present education for different categories of completers of the formal education system in 
order to improve their basic knowledge and skills. 

iv. To provide in-service, on-the-job, vocational and professional trainings for different 
categories of workers and professionals in order to improve their skills.  

v. To give the adult citizens of the country aesthetic, cultural, and civic education for public 
enlightenment. 

 
The programmes of the Adult and Non-Formal Education (ANFE) as presented in the 

National Benchmark for Adult and Non-Formal Education in Nigeria include: basic literacy, post 
literacy, continuing education, and vocational education.  
 

The adult education programme has failed to achieve its objectives (Onyenemezu, 2012).  
Researchers have identified several challenges facing adult education programme in Nigeria.  First, 
are the remuneration and the working environment of the adult educators. Onyenemezu (2012) 
observes that the adult educator in the adult literacy centers receives inadequate wages, which is 
disproportionate with services rendered; works in dilapidated and demoralizing environment without 
the necessary teaching/learning facilities. He further observes that the adult educators experience 
stress, insults and violence from clientele and government. 
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Second is government neglect of the programme. The government has neglected adult 
education and its environment. Consequently, it has been difficult to focus and accomplish the 
objectives of adult and non-formal education in Nigeria (Onyenemezu, 2012). 
 

Third is the incoherent strategy of the programme. According to Nnazor (2005), the adult 
education programme in Nigeria operates as disparate, piecemeal activities that are unorganized, 
incoherent and eventually, truncate the adult education process. 
 
 Fourth, Shehu (2013) identifies other challenges of adult education to include inadequate 
funding, poor remuneration of facilitators, inadequate number of facilitators’ poor record keeping, 
poor attitude of the target group, inadequate and irregular monitoring of the programmes and 
inaccessibility.  
 
 Fifth, Mambula, (2002) maintains that factors that are influencing the state of adult education 
in Nigeria include lack of connection between adult education, literacy and development; lack of 
attention to the needs and aspirations of the learners. Another important factor is the dearth of 
research aimed at evaluating adult education programmes and identifying effective strategies and 
programmes capable of enhancing the state of adult education in Nigeria.  
 
Methods 

This study used the household questionnaire as the major instrument for data collection. The 
questionnaire contained seven sections: Household, Socio-demographic Background, Educational 
Attainment, Literacy in English, and Literacy in other Languages, Knowledge and accessibility of 
Literacy Programme.  
 

The items in each of the sections were eleven for the household section, twenty-one items for 
the section on socio-demographic background, ten items for the section on educational attainment, 
four items on the literacy in English section, five items on the section on literacy in other languages 
and ten items on the section on knowledge and accessibility of literacy programme. 
 

The data collected was organized in frequency distribution tables and analyzed with 
percentages. Data for this study was obtained from 236 respondents in Umuebu between 6th 
September, 2014 and 15th November, 2014.Umuebu is a rural community in Ukwuani Local 
Government Area, Delta State, Nigeria. 
 
Sample Size 

Two hundred and forty (240) respondents were sampled for this study but the questionnaires 
were successfully administered to two hundred and thirty-six (236) respondents. This represents a 
response rate of 98 per cent. 
 
Findings 

Table 1:  Adult literacy in English Language 
Gender Per cent 
Male 57.6 
Female 42.4 

Source: Fieldwork, 2014 
 
 

The data in Table 1 suggest that men are more likely than the females to be able to read and 
write in English Language. This is consistent with general situation in the country.  

 
 
 
 
 

Factors Militating against Adult Education in Umuebu Community, Nigeria 

Knowledge Review Volume 33 No. 1, December, 2015:  ISSN 1595-2126  



 
 

4 
 

 
Table 2: Awareness of Literacy Programme 

Gender Per cent  
Male 47.3 
Female 52.7 

Source: Fieldwork, 2014 
 

The findings from Table 2 show that   47.3 per cent of the adult male population and 52.7 per 
cent of the adult female population are aware of the existence of the literacy programme and center in 
the community.  

Table 3: Participation in Adult Literacy Programme 
Gender Per cent 
Yes 2.1 
No 97.9 

Source:  Fieldwork, 2014 
 

Although people knew about the adult literacy programme and center in the community, 
thefindings in Table 3 show that only 2.1 percent of the adult population is participating in the 
programme.   
 

Table 4: Reasons for Non-participation in Adult Literacy Programme 
Response Per cent 
I have completed the programme 1.7 
I do not need such programme 1.3 
There is no employment with it  after completion 63.6 
I cannot afford the cost 1.7 
Poverty 22.8 
Other reasons 8.9 

Source:  Fieldwork, 2014 
 

Respondents were asked why they were not participating in the adult literacy programme in 
the community.  Several reasons were given for this attitude and behavior towards the programme 
and center. The most important reason (63.6 per cent) was that after the completion of the 
programme, they would not be able to secure employment, as there are no employment opportunities 
in the community.  Consequently, they were asked what government could do to motivate adults to 
participate in the adult education programme.  Several suggestions were offered but the most 
important (67.8 per cent) is that government should provide employment opportunities where they can 
be gainfully employed after the programme  Poverty (22.8 per cent) was another important challenge 
to their participation in the adult education programme (See Table 4 below) 

 
Table 5: How government can help reduce non-participation in Adult Literacy Programme 

Response Per cent 
Provide job after employment  67.8 
Provide better teaching materials 16.9 
Other assistance 15.3 

Source:  Fieldwork, 2014 
 
Conclusion and Recommendation 
 This study concludes that the importance of adult education cannot be over emphasized 
particularly in the context of community development. However, the adult education programme in 
Nigeria is faced with many challenges thereby making it difficult to accomplish its objectives. In the 
light of this study, paying attention to needs and aspirations of learners are important steps that would 
motivate people to participate in the programme. For instance, providing potential employment 
opportunities will be an important motivator to the respondents in this study.   
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 This study therefore recommends that in addition to implementing the recommendations 
arising from the National Literacy Survey (2010), the government should also provide employment 
opportunities in the rural areas and better teaching materials as well as improve the working 
conditions of the adult educators. 
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